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The main point is to arouse interest, for it is much easier to maintain it than to gain it. Once let the child get in a way of studying and a satisfaction in results of work accomplished will spring up, then half the battle is won.
Teachers tell us that for many a child there is a decided turning point in his educational life, a time when he comes to realize why he goes to school. From that time on there is less difficulty. To carry him safely past this point and send him forward, rather than let him drop out of school is one great reason for trying to bring him to grade, lest he become discouraged by repeated failures.
Give a child a purpose that he may enter upon some chosen work, and he will study. A boy must know mathematics that he may study engineering, a girl must have a certain training before she can study nursing.
It seems to me that lack of attention and desire to study, playing and whispering in study hours, wasting time by inattention and watching some other pupil at work or at some mischievous prank, absence from school often with parents' sanction, rather than want of ability, cause a child to fall behind in school. 
